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blank campus upon which we can experiment, but rather, aims to use 
collaborative measures to dissect and render visible the various social 
and material flows that both (re)produce hegemonic power structures 
and dismantle them. A full-time professor of communications at Durham 
College, Ashley Marshall is continuing to develop projects rooted in 
place-based pedagogy, urbanism, public intellectualism and equity.  
  
 
4:00-5:15  
The Unfolding of Ardhanārīśvara 
Phil Lagace 
  
This presentation centers on Ardhanārīśvara, a Hindu deity split into 
male and female halves by a vertical axis. To date, scholarship has 
focused on the iconography, mythological narratives, and philosophical 
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Joel Trudeau has taught in the Physics Department at Dawson College since 
2004. His background is in Theoretical Cosmology but his interests and 
activities involve ideas across a range of knowledge domains. In 2007 he 
founded SPACE (Sciences Participating with Arts and Culture in Education), an 
initiative that seeks to expand academic discussion and collaboration across 
and within disciplines at Dawson College and beyond. He is also the project 
lead of the Dawson AI Artificial Intelligence initiative, part of a team building 
the infrastructure and curriculum needed to implement a comprehensive plan 
for AI education. His work lies in the domain where sciences, arts and 
technology overlap. Over the years he has been involved with Physics and 
Science Education research with a special focus on design-based, active and 
experiential learning. With colleagues at Dawson, he is involved in the 
enterprise of creating next gen curriculum that develops the critical technical 
and transversal skills needed for solving the pressing, emerging and potential 
future problems we all share.  
 
Andrew Katz grew up in Montreal. After graduating from McGill medical school 
he went on to complete his Masters in English and Creative Writing at 
Concordia, and since 2006 he has been teaching English and Creative Writing at 
Dawson College, where in 2013 he won the 
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 Wednesday, February 8, 2023
 

   8:30-9:45 am 
All the News That's Fit for You: The Promise and Peril of News Online  
Brian Redekopp  
 
Journalists and media theorists have long identified facilitating dialogue as 
a crucial role of the news media in a democratic society. But in an age of 
“echo chambers” and “filter bubbles,” many worry that online news is 
more of a force for conflict and polarization than it is for constructive 
dialogue. In this interactive talk we’ll explore some of the economic and 
psychological forces that threaten to undermine the integrity of news 
online, as well as ways that technology can enhance our engagement with 
news and improve democratic culture.  
 
Brian Redekopp holds a Ph.D. in philosophy from McGill and has been 
teaching philosophy courses in Social Science, ALC, and Liberal Arts at 
Dawson since 2011. Currently co-coordinator of the new Society and 
Technology profile in Social Science, he is broadly interested in how to 
help students develop a more critical and empowered understanding of 
the technology shaping their lives, communication technologies in 
particular.  
 
 
10:00-11:15 am  
Cyberspace, Cyberpunk and Time Travel with Kanien’kehá:ka artist, 
Skawennati 
 
Skawennati will present projects from her art and social practice which focuses on 
depicting and realizing a future in which Indigenous people and all creatures are 
thriving.  
 
Skawennati makes visual art from her perspective as an urban Kanien’kehá:ka 

woman and as a cyberpunk avatar.  Her machinimas, still images, textiles and 

sculpture have been presented internationally and are included in the collections of 

the National Gallery of Canada, the Musée d’art contemporain de Montreal and the 

Thoma Foundation, among others.   Recipient of an Honorary Doctorate from the 

Minneapolis College of Art and Design, she is also a founding board member of 

daphne, Montreal’s first Indigenous artist-run centre. She co-directs Aboriginal 

Territories in Cyberspace, a research-creation network based at Concordia 

University, where she received her BFA. Originally from Kahnawà:ke Mohawk 

Territory, Skawennati resides in Montreal. She is represented by ELLEPHANT. 

 

 

11:30-12:45 

Socio-historical factors that gave rise to Moorish style synagogues in the 19th 

century  

Laurence Nixon 

 

In the 19th century many Jewish congregations opted for a syncretistic style of 

synagogue architecture known as Moorish. Among other factors, this was a result of 

the emancipation of the Jews under Napoleon, contemporary architectural practice, 

a favourable view of Islam, and the low cost of cast iron. After identifying, and 

illustrating, examples of the Moorish style
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6:30 
Cinema Politica Screening nîpawistamâsowin: We Will Stand Up and Q & 
A w/ Director Tasha Hubbard 
On August 9, 2016, a young Cree man named Colten Boushie died from a 
gunshot to the back of his head after entering Gerald Stanley’s rural 
property with his friends. The jury’s subsequent acquittal of Stanley 
captured international attention, raising questions about racism embedded 

within Canada’s legal system and propelling Colten’s family to national and 
international stages in their pursuit of justice. Sensitively directed by Tasha 
Hubbard, nîpawistamâsowin: We Will Stand Up weaves a profound 
narrative encompassing the filmmaker’s own adoption, the stark history of 
colonialism on the Prairies, and a vision of a future where Indigenous 
children can live safely on their homelands.
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 Thursday, February 10 , 2023 

8:30-9:45 

Psychopathology and Marginality: A Short History of the Representation of BDSM 
in Film 

Justine McLellan 
 
The formerly widespread view of BDSM (sadomasochism) as a psychological disorder 
is currently being abandoned by large portions of the scientific community;  it has 
been almost completely removed from the most recent edition of the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, and a growing number of studies point 
toward the psychological and social normalcy of BDSM practitioners.   Yet, since the 
early 2000’s, from trans-european productions like Nymph()maniac (Lars von Trier, 
2013) to independent Australian features like My Mistress (Stephen Lance, 2014), or 
mainstream american films like Fifty Shades of Grey (Sam Taylor-Johnson, 2015), the 
onscreen portrayal of BDSM practitioners often consists of characters with troubled 
lives and fragile mental healths.   This talk will investigate the many biases that 
motivate the mythology of unease surrounding the representation of BDSM in film.  
 
Justine T. McLellan teaches Cinema & Communications at Dawson college. She has a 
bachelor's degree in Cultural Studies from McGill University and a master's in 
Film Studies from the University of Montreal. Her writing has been published in the 
anthology I Confess!: Constructing the Self in the Internet Age . She produced the 
second season of "The Oldest Profession", a podcast on the history of sex work and 
sex workers. Link here: https://oldprosonline.org/the-oldest-profession-
podcast/season-2/  
 
 
10:00-11:15 
 
Environmental Seminar 
Atwater Community Pantry: Take What You Need, Leave What You Can   
Jezebel Lumley, Aspen Crick, John Nathaniel Gertler and Mia Kennedy 
 

A panel of socially conscious CEGEP and university students interested in 
exploring mutual aid, community-based solutions to food insecurity, will 
discuss how they got the Atwater Pantry Project up and running and how it 
contributes to community to building and to addressing food insecurity in the 
neighbourhood surrounding the college. 
 
 
11:30-12:45 in Conrod’s 

Speed dating with Living Campus 

Join us to learn about the many sustainable projects that are happening at 
Dawson, and bring in your ripped jeans and torn sweaters! Students from 
Sustainable Dawson will be on hand to help you repair worn clothing. If 
you’ve tired of something and want to pass it on, there will be bins available 
to collect used clothing to be given to Resilience Day Shelter.   

Chris Adam, Coordinator of Sustainable Dawson, has been a passionate and dynamic 
educator for over 35-years. In 2006, he spearheaded the drive to establish Action 
Conservation, Dawson’s first stab at a sustainability program. Two years later, the 
initiative was transformed into Sustainable Dawson, with a firm commitment, clear 
objectives and benchmarks to measure how 76>5<01500003>-2<(an)4(d)-4( )-3(C q
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