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Speaker: Oran Magal

Title: Love can save us

Abstract: As an old saying teaches us, "not by bread alone can a person live" (Deuteronomy
8:3). What else do we need? If we read testimonials from people who survived the very worst
that human beings can go through, for example: the writings of Holocaust survivors, we learn
that to survive those hellish circumstances physical survival alone was not enough; it was
crucial to find a , @ reason to go on despite it all.

Thankfully our own circumstances are nothing like that, but we too need in and for
our lives; where can we find it? Drawing on the work of two contemporary philosophers, Susan



Wolf and Martin Hagglund, I'll suggest that the key is to





https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fleventetlatortue.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Chpl2023%40dawsoncollege.qc.ca%7Cf30004fa12e24500978608db624a682e%7Cb6b66a7afbbb42b8a7c5712342094eef%7C1%7C0%7C638211843934392584%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PdkNiEUYjADdmnXiaD5xpL26hapu%2FImDbYsML11u9S4%3D&reserved=0
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Tuesday,
September 19

8:30-10, Dawson Theatre

Speaker: John Hunting
Title: Ethics and the Enjoyment of Life

Abstract: To ask after the value of life is to also question what one should do with one’s






Speaker: Donal Gill
Title: Understanding the World View that underlies White Power Terrorism

Abstract: This talk uses a social movement theory perspective to conceptually situate recent
acts of white power inspired terrorism and political violence.

Through a close reading of the manifestos of perpetrators of white supremacist violence, the
argument is developed that these actors should be understood as operating within a loosely
affiliated transnational movement.

Despite considerable variance across the cases, including idiosyncratic traits that influence their
respective attacks, perpetrators within this movement nonetheless share a core set of
characteristics and beliefs derived from the white power movement. Most notably, these
include a belief in imminent racial extermination, a commitment to a borderless transnational
white nation, and the adoption of a defensive rather than triumphalist posture. Understanding
this world view is critical if we are to prevent further instances of this fatal political violence.

This analysis builds towards an integrated theory of white power extremism that emphasizes
the network effects and shared ideology that have propelled an ongoing wave of political
violence. Laundered iterations of the aforementioned ideological traits in mainstream media
and political discourse will also be addressed.

1-2:30, Room: 5B.16

Speaker: Aidan Fisher

Title: The Human Purpose - a Journey to Consciousness.

Abstract: What is our life's purpose? If you're starving, naked and in the wilderness it's
pretty clear your purpose is to get food, shelter and clothing! But we’ve come a long way since
then, and in our hearts, we know that we are called to something more.

This presentation will be based on a wordview that the journey to consciousness is particular
for human beings and seems to run hand in hand with our ability to use consciousness to
change the nature of our experience and the world around us. Strange that the journey affects
us all but often seems theoretical. Come have a practical experience to change that forever!

Bio: 1am currently the practitioner & Director of the Montreal Institute of Core Energetics.
My journey with Core Energetics started over 20+ years ago when | had a spiritual awakening
that was so powerful, it took me 2.5 years of intense work on myself just to understand what



had happened. From that moment of discovery, | was inspired to eventually pursue the four-
year training program to become a Core Energetics Practitioner, at the Institute of Core
Energetics, in New York, followed by an additional year of post graduate work, and 2 more
years as an assistant. Today, | am a passionate practitioner, teacher and Director of the



Speaker: Kama La Mackarel & Maurice Riley Case

Title: Towards Liberation: Black, Queer and Joyful.

Abstract: Join us to witness a conversation between Kama La Mackerel and Maurice Riley
Case, two Black and queer organizers, artists, and creators, as they discuss the intricacies of
survival, resistance, and how to reconcile their wellbeing within an embodiment of
emancipatory politics

Bi0s: Kama La Mackerel is a Mauritian-Canadian multilingual writer, visual artist, performer,
educator and literary translator who believes in love, justice and self and collective
empowerment. Their practice blurs the lines between traditional artistic disciplines to create



Prior to joining Concordia’s Black Perspectives Office, Maurice spent 12 years as an educator,
and 3 years as the Instructional Coordinator for Black Student Flourishing at the Peel District
School Board (PDSB) in Ontario. Maurice supported and trained educators on embedding racial,
gender, sexuality, disability, and class justice in their pedagogies and practices at all levels in the
PDSB. Maurice completed his Master of Education at York University where his research
considered abolition and reform, and how Blackness is taken up in the education system. He
also holds a Bachelor of Education and a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Toronto.
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something wrong with this? Do | have some sort of obligation to be informed? In this talk we'll
apply some central theories in ethics to sort out why it's important to be informed, how the
news so often fails us, and how we can engage with news in a healthy and constructive way.

11:30-1, Room 5B.16

Speaker: Marc-Andre Cright
Title: Creativity & Al: An Alliance?

Abstract: Has the advent of artificial intelligence sounded the death knell for human
ingenuity? In this lecture-workshop, we'll explore the new perspectives emerging from neural
systems, and ask whether these advances serve creators or, on the contrary, do them a
disservice. Is it possible to establish an alliance between man and artificial intelligence, where
each entity contributes to the creative act? Will you be one of those who embrace artificial
intelligence and share your creative process with it? Will you participate in a collaborative
exchange with this technology? Is it safe or risky? On the agenda for this presentation, we'll
look at copyright and its components, highlighting the benefits it brings to creators. We will also
examine the status of the creator in this new creative landscape, as well as the new threats and
opportunities that technology offers in terms of creativity and intellectual property. Taking all



1-2:30, Room: 5B.16

Speaker: Stephane Banfi
Title: 12 things you need to know and do if you want to adopt a more ethical,
plant-based diet

Abstract: After eating like a consummate Italian for half a century, writer and
Stephane Banfi radically changed his nutrition and went vegan in 2018. As he fondly


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fexplorateursculinaires.tv%2F&data=05%7C01%7Chpl2023%40dawsoncollege.qc.ca%7Ce24e2d8ef2da45b4a74e08dba1e09df9%7Cb6b66a7afbbb42b8a7c5712342094eef%7C1%7C0%7C638281758326448696%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7Kh%2BTYYNvCQqF1oIUnZzIEzztvJJQEMSNJ8r3pDev%2Fk%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffilmfood.substack.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Chpl2023%40dawsoncollege.qc.ca%7Ce24e2d8ef2da45b4a74e08dba1e09df9%7Cb6b66a7afbbb42b8a7c5712342094eef%7C1%7C0%7C638281758326448696%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4Av5fqaQRTcOG%2BxQqyyOYyvY5BKAtCSQxzAKCK7xIpA%3D&reserved=0
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Speaker: Sophie Fernier
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Title: Humanities for Mental IlIness:
Contemporary Issues for Treatment and Recovery

Abstract: Psychiatric illnesses and their treatment represent a major challenge due to the
special status that they occupy, both within medicine and private social settings. Affective
disturbances or substance abuse, for instance, may become so devastating that their onset can
precipitate what is described as a subjective "loss of meaning" or "life purpose"--impacting
human and ethical values which hold crucial roles in allowing us to maintain meaningful
relationships and professional roles. Sometimes, mental iliness may also lead to loss of "dignity"
via connected social institutions where treatment or counsel is offered, such as hospitals,
clinics, courthouses, etc.

This talk explores the importance of preserving, restoring, and encouraging a broader notion of
such "purpose” following mental disability, and discusses our inalienable rights to dignity as
people. The conversation will focus on psychosis, as it offers a salient example of how illness



and stigma can interrupt the very fabric of the self—the seat of one's moral compass or ability


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjunctionsjournal.org%2Farticles%2F10.33391%2Fjgjh.129&data=05%7C01%7Chpl2023%40dawsoncollege.qc.ca%7Cc84a180897ea4ed3c50f08dbaa4f2e24%7Cb6b66a7afbbb42b8a7c5712342094eef%7C1%7C0%7C638291029278069308%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B8ip9FRDXak7Y8ZHnttEJA1WbP%2B3mb2erNkRw4%2BIo6A%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjunctionsjournal.org%2Farticles%2F10.33391%2Fjgjh.129&data=05%7C01%7Chpl2023%40dawsoncollege.qc.ca%7Cc84a180897ea4ed3c50f08dbaa4f2e24%7Cb6b66a7afbbb42b8a7c5712342094eef%7C1%7C0%7C638291029278069308%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B8ip9FRDXak7Y8ZHnttEJA1WbP%2B3mb2erNkRw4%2BIo6A%3D&reserved=0




Title: Different Worldviews on The Value of Humanity

Abstract: Our contemporary worldview has it that we are one another’s equals, that we are of
equal worth, and that we are owed equal concern and respect. Though governments and
individuals often fail to live up to these ideals, hardly anyone would deny that, at rock bottom,
everyone is equally valuable. Put simply: humanity matters. But what makes human beings
valuable? The orthodox worldview has it that what’s so special about humanity is that we are
rational animals. Opponents of this worldview claim that we are not born equally valuable but
made so through our ongoing political practice of treating one another as equals. Against both
of these views, | argue that the value of humanity is grounded the fact that it is apt to feel a
distinctive sort of love—which I call love of humanity—towards any human being.

Bio:



why is promoting linguistic diversity important? (2) Tristan works on the interconnectedness of
human ‘languages’ or worlds. For example, he has been doing conferences that promote
STEAM over STEM by tracing the relationship between mathematics, geometry, and the visual
arts. Tristan is also a working painter and art director (HBO's ). His work on
multilingual children’s books has been studied at the University of Ottawa because it allows
children to map parts of speech from more than one language effectively. He has been touring
his presentation “Meaning in Artistic Practice — On the Interconnectedness of Mathematics and
Visual Art: A Presentation on Linear Perspective” most recently at the Vrije Universiteit in
Brussels and he will be giving the talk at Dawson College and Harvard University in the fall of
2023.

4-6: Reception at Olivers (2C): Everyone invited for Wine
and Cheese!



